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What is the problem/need you will focus on?

I want to focus on economic inequality and higher education. More than ever, we

understand that students’ privileges impact their experience with higher education, in levels of

access and experience. I want to address the need to level the playing field for students applying

to and attending institutions of higher education and find ways to bridge the gap between the

privileges one student might have over the rights every student has.

How does the problem/need impact equity in education?

Economic inequality can drastically change the success of a high school student. One

student might need to work to help support their family and their grades are the sacrifice, and

another student has probably never worked a day in their life before applying to college.

SAT/ACT exams are also expensive, and prepping for them are also expensive. Even applying to

a college comes with a fee. Economic inequality also means the difference between working

through college, the ability to apply for financial aid, the ability to apply for a loan or have a

parent co-sign on a loan, the ability to purchase course materials, where a student might go to

school. The list goes on. As a result, this directly impacts the equity of higher education and who

gets to experience it.

Why is this an important problem/need for educators/the educational system to address?

Not addressing the economic inequality of higher education will mean that education is

no longer attainable by all people, and keep knowledge behind paywalls. The more people

excluded from educational attainment, the less successful our nation will be; there will be less

skilled workers in the job market, there will be less educated voters to impact policy, and for

many people higher education would have been the time they develop major social skills and

community values.
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Identify how you will address the identified problem/need.

I intend to create a workshop series for faculty and staff of an institution (I will most

likely use Northeastern for my model, as I am an employee here) who have a hand in

institutional, college, and unit planning. Economic inequality can display itself differently at each

level at an institution, so it is important to include breakout sessions for each level of the

institution. For example, the institution controls pricing and repayment so that conversation

might be better suited for institutional planning and the units/departments have control over

curriculum so conversations of equitably priced materials and resources for students might be

better suited there.
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